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‘ The Symbolism of the Rabbit in the Chinese Zodiac

Do you know what rabbits symbolise in the traditional Chinese

/
/(.&/. . culture?
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\ W ’\) Our impression of rabbits is their adorable appearance, docile
\_ ”f/ personality, and strong fertility. Thus, the rabbit in the Chinese zodiac

.’. culture  symbolises “fertility, blessings, fruitfulness and

multiplication”.

Rabbits have short forelegs and long hindlegs, which are suitable for climbing high, jumping,
and leaping, hence they embody the meaning of steady progression. People often use the
Chinese saying, “Be quiet like a young lady and brisk like a rabbit on the loose” (B#31%F, z=hiN
B $e) to describe the agile movement of rabbits.

Ancients have endowed rabbits with an auspicious meaning. The rabbit culture has a long-
standing history. In the folklore Chang'e and the Jade Rabbit, Chang'e dances with her sleeves
on the Moon, while the Jade Rabbit brings happy news of spring to the people on Earth. The
rabbit in the Chinese idiom “an astute rabbit has three burrows” (X% =) is depicted as smart
and full of wit.

Apart from the Eastern culture, the rabbit in the Western culture has always been an animal
with a positive connotation. The Easter Bunny is a symbol of Easter because the rabbit
represents the rejuvenation of spring and the birth of new life. It is also the pet of the
goddess of love, Aphrodite, and the candle-bearer and guide of the Germanic earth goddess,
Hertha. The rabbit is now a well-loved messenger who gives Easter eggs to children.

Rabbits appear in many literature works. For example, the White Rabbit in Alice's Adventures in

Wonderland and Peter Rabbit in Peter Rabbit. They are not only lively and adorable, but also
intelligent and full of empathy.
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Confucius Institute at
NTU@one-north

The  Confucius Institute  of  Nanyang
Technological University is a centre of excellence
in teaching and learning the Chinese language
(CL) in Singapore. It is one of the 500 over
Confucius Institutes globally. Confucius Institute
is the counterpart of the British Council and
Goethe Institute.

We train CL teachers from non-government
schools, develop preschool CL materials and
publish MOE primary school CL curriculum
workbooks. We are also a major content
provider of online Chinese readers for early
learners in Asia and North America.

Classes have been held since 2007, at the
beautiful city campus of NTU or NTU@onenorth,
a 6-minute walk from Buona Vista MRT station.
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) Regular Language Programme

EHhitiRI2 (K1 & K2, P1 to P6)
Enrichment Programmes
FIRE 1EiRIE

Comprehension Passages and
Composition Writing
IN—FREE

P1 Preparatory Workshop
INREE

P6 PSLE Preparatory Workshop

) Culture and Arts Programme

XIBF ARG

Fun with Chinese Calligraphy Workshop
for Children

RIEZIE

Chinese Speech and Drama

D)L ¥ EE

Chinese Ink Painting for Children

) Extracurricular Programme

LFXE

Young Confucius Cultural Camp
BHITHIRIZ

Customised Programme
EHFRIRIZ

Customised School Programme

*Dates for trial lesson:
14 January 2023, 28 January 2023
4 February 2023, 11 February 2023
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For more information, you may contact Confucius Institute at:
cifp@ntu.edu.sg (6514 1398) or TCEP@ntu.edu.sg (6592 7931)



